
Inside this issue: 

Testify
Meet Louise & Sam 

Congratulate 
Sister Imelda Poole IBVM MBE

Celebrate 
St Bakhita’s Feast Day

Support 
Please make us your charity in 2019

What do you 
wish for this 
Christmas?
Find out how Medaille Trust is helping 
to give hope to those who have been 
living in fear!

WINTER 2018

Spread the word, please pass this magazine to another, thank you!

Combating modern slavery by: offering safe housing, providing support for victims, 
raising awareness in communities, and partnering with law enforcement authorities.



1

Guide
2.   House news
           Find out what Medaille Trust has been up to 

4.   Read all about it 
           Modern Slavery in the News UK 

5.   A time for change
           Meet our designer

6.   Congratulations
           Sister Imelda Poole IBVM MBE

7.   Local Heroes
           Consider opportunities for volunteering

8.   Coming soon...
           A new book from Medaille Trust

9.   Louise’s story
           A new start 

10. Take a moment
          ‘Look Up’ and celebrate!

12. Slovenia ‘18
           Conference update 

14. Tackling modern slavery
           What is being done in the UK?

15. AlterNativity
           Promoting a different view of Christmas giving 

16. Festive Fun
          Christmas word search 

17. Christmas cards
           Support and share some peace and joy!

18. Sam’s story
           Released and reconnected with family 

19. Please support us!
           Please fill-in the donation/Gift aid form 

A season that stirs up emotions of all kinds, 
both good and bad, within us. I must admit, that 
as an active Salvation Army bandsman, Advent 
is a season where I anticipate a lot of hard work 
– it’s our busiest time of the year and let me tell 
you that blowing a tuba for a couple of hours in 
a freezing High Street is jolly hard work!

It was Charles Dickens who introduced the 
character the Ghost of Christmas Past in his 
novel A Christmas Carol . A spirit that visited 
Ebenezer Scrooge in order to remind him of 
scenes from his past in order to demonstrate 
the need to change his ways. Our memories are 
often stirred during this season, not generally by 
a ghost, but sometimes by music played 
(maybe by a Salvation Army band), by sights, 
sounds, smells, and tastes; maybe a verse in a 
Christmas card or a letter from an old friend.

His Holiness Benedict XVI, 
Supreme Pontiff Emeritus wrote:

“Advent is concerned with that very 
connection between memory and hope 
which is so necessary to man. Advent’s 
intention is to awaken the most 
profound and basic emotional memory 
within us, namely, the memory of the 
God who became a child...It is the 
beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all 
of us memories of goodness and thus 
to open doors of hope.”

Joseph Cardinal Ratzinger, “Seek That Which Is 
Above”, Ignatius Press (San Francisco, 1986)

Of course, at the Medaille Trust we are able to 
open doors of hope for victims of Modern 
Slavery every day, not just at Christmas. I am so 
grateful for continued prayers for our work, and 
for practical and financial support from those 
that are able. Your support enables us to keep 
open those doors of hope for victims of Modern 
Slavery every day of the year. 

I trust that all our supporters will have a 
wonderful Christmas time, making many happy 
memories and connecting again with the good 
news that the Word became flesh, God became 
man, so that we might all receive the hope of 
eternal life.

Garry Smith
CEO Medaille Trust

Since 2006, the Medaille Trust has become the 
largest provider of supported accommodation 
to victims of modern slavery in the UK.  

Our safe houses are located throughout the UK 
at which we develop support plans and provide 
needs-led support that aims to empower our 
clients as they recover. 

Our main priorities are helping our clients gain 
confidence and the ability to move on to a 
positive chapter in their lives – free from 
exploitation and slavery. Recognising that 
every individual has their own set of 
experiences and circumstances, they are taken 
on a supportive journey which encourages a 
life of independence.

Please get in touch – we’ll be happy to share 
more about our work. 

Welcome!
It seems that the ever earlier appearance of seasonal material in our 
shops tells us that it is nearly Christmas. 

The Medaille Trust
Cathedral Centre
3 Ford Street
Salford
M3 6DP

Web: www.medaille-trust.org.uk 
E-mail: enquiries@medaille-trust.org.uk 
Tel: 0161 817 2260 

Medaille Trust is a registered Charity Number: 1117830

Designed by Let’s Imagine



During the festive season, we all enjoy getting 
together with our loved ones, and sharing a meal. 
The women we support don’t have this opportunity 
but in our safe house we try to create a family 
environment to help their recovery.

Our safe house accommodates women of 
different nationalities with different stories.  
One of the women, Lucy, a kind and gentle 
young woman, was wrongly imprisoned for 
many months before being recognised as a 
victim of modern slavery. In our kitchen she 
enjoys cooking and sharing her traditional 
meals as well as sampling food cooked by the 
other women. This interaction helps her feel 
normal again. Lucy likes knitting as it allows her 
mind to relax and helps her slowly move on 
from her painful experiences as a modern day 
slave. Taking the time to spend with Lucy has 
such a positive impact on her recovery.  

Our local Justice and Peace group have kindly 
donated some bicycles which initially incited 
some nervous giggles and hesitation from our 
clients but with some persuasion, our support 
worker Kerry spent time with the ladies to teach 
them to ride.  For our clients, it is the little thing 
like this that make a tremendous difference to 
their self esteem and sense of achievement and 
this reflects enormously in their recovery and 
although our team of staff are forever creative in 
ideas to keep the clients engaged it is down to 
the generous donations which allow us to 
purchase a little extra from time to time.

We have a lovely house that is perfect for 
keeping our clients safe and secure whilst also 
having a cosy and homely atmosphere. One 
drawback of the house though was the fact that 
there was limited quiet space that could be 
used for delicate discussion, reading or prayer.  
We set the task to our amazing Diocesan 
Representatives who did an amazing job of 
highlighting the difficulties we were facing due 
to lack of privacy and quiet. This resulted in a 
donation to cover the full cost needed to build 
the space needed and we are so grateful.  
Clients are now able to disclose their worries, 
concerns and experiences in a space of comfort 
and the value of this is huge and so very much 
appreciated.

Bringing clients’ minds to the present and 
allowing reflection on previous experiences; we 
have found this to be very soothing to the 
stressed bodies and minds of our clients. We 
have also sourced equipment for these 
sessions, including yoga matts.

We have launched our new initiative ‘United 
Sisters’.  The initiative focusses on confidence 
building sessions so clients can interact and 
express their emotions freely. During these 
sessions of drama, dance and role play clients 
can voice their feelings about their experiences.  
Following the sessions a picnic is shared 
between the clients to bring everyone together 
in solidarity against the unique hardships they 
have all faced.  

Northern Service 
Opportunities

At this time of year it is so important for Medaille 
and the safe house staff to start planning for 
seasonal activities and this year is no 
exception. We introduce seasonal activities into 
the house at this time of year to support the 
clients’ wellbeing. During the winter months as 
the weather turns cold, clients reflect on the 
families they left behind.  

Throughout the year we work with our clients to 
keep them busy and encourage them to join in 
with our group activities. During the run up to 
Christmas, staff and volunteers will take clients 
to the Christmas markets in Manchester and we 
will have a Christmas Eve Celebration in the 
house when all the guys will work together to 
make Christmas dinner.

Mersey Service
Keeping busy!
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House news 

Inspirational client Ben has recently been 
sharing his trafficking experience with the East 
Midlands and Manchester Border Force to show 
how easily it is for people to be duped into 
coming to the UK and being enslaved here.   Ben 
really wants to help others understand how this 
can easily happen to others. 

We recently met with an agency who has kindly 
offered training to 10 of our clients.  This will 
greatly improve their chances of a successful 
transition into independent living. What a 
fantastic opportunity for our clients to improve 
their language skills and understand what is 
expected from future employers!  

Central Service 
All about family

Coastal Service 
Therapeutic yoga and mindfulness.  

London East Service
Cooking bringing people together

(Just a snippet of what some of our 
safe houses have been up to)



process of choosing the best way to present it 
with the intention that it would encourage 
engagement, interest and a response from 
those who come in contact with it.

For the Medaille Trust, the new logo needed to 
communicate a different message to what had 
been said before; whilst the old symbol of the 
flower represented something delicate and the 
vulnerability of trafficked women, growth of the 
charity in recent years to incorporate work with 
men, women and families generated a need to 
capture a more confident and optimistic mood. 
A variety of symbols were explored that aimed 
to express this feeling, including the image of a 
butterfly, which immediately resonated and 
became a firm favourite. 

The butterfly symbolises hope, transformation 
and freedom. It captures a state change; 
moving from an environment of encapsulation 
inside a cocoon to complete freedom outside of 
it. The colour palette and visual effect captures a 
sense of transition from darkness into light.

Mel explains that the charity sector has become 
much more competitive over the years, and the 
old perception of doing things cheaply – the 
‘sellotape and string approach’, as he calls it – 
is not an option anymore. With today’s brand-
savvy audience, there is a need to stand out and 
become noticed for all the right reasons! 

Branding, when it is done well, works to present 
a cohesive look, and send out a message in an 
engaging and memorable way. Mel has 
achieved this for the Medaille Trust by combining 
design flair and a sense of Christian integrity. 
The updated look of the organisation gives it a 
fresh set of wings, to continue its incredible 
work and fly to new heights.

As you might expect from a graphic designer, 
Mel’s career journey has been a colourful one – 
working with a variety of London design 
agencies through to becoming a freelance 
consultant in 2001. This journey gave him the 
opportunity to work with some of the best 
creative agencies and brightest minds in the 
business. In 2006 Mel set-up his own brand 
design consultancy, Let’s Imagine. 

Mel has refined a distinctive design style, which 
he describes as clean, simple and with a touch 
of intrigue and wit (when required). 

As a Christian, Mel tells me that honesty and 
integrity are values that he regards highly in his 
work. With every project there needs to be 
intentionality, a reason why; an idea right at the 
centre otherwise it is simply decoration!

When he joined the Medaille Trust on their 
journey, this ethos was held at the forefront. 
Much more than simply creating a shiny new 
logo, rebranding for this organisation was a 
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A time for change!
Medaille Trust has just had a brand make-over – Georgia Smith asks
Mel Gillman why this has been necessary.

See more from Let’s Imagine at: letsimagine.co.uk

Old:

New:

This summer, the government announced a 
review of the Modern Slavery Act, with 
Independent MP Frank Field, Conservative MP 
Maria Miller and Lady Butler-Sloss, to check that 
the legislation is keeping up to date with the 
crime. Concerns that several aspects of the 
modern slavery law were not working properly 
were raised by Labour MP Gareth Snell and 
others in a debate in Westminster Hall in 
October. Our CEO, Garry Smith, appeared 
before the Home Affairs Committee on 6th 
November 2019 to give evidence and speak up 
on behalf of victims.

Two men arrested on suspicion of modern day 
slavery offences following raids at car washes.  
Two Romanian men with burns on their hands 
and arms were rescued after two sites were 
raided in Barnsley. Their ID cards and mobile 
phones had been withheld, the Gangmasters 
and Labour Abuse Authority (GLAA) said “A 
24-year-old Romanian man was questioned 
and has been released pending further 
inquiries. The victims suffered injuries to their 
hands and arms "through not having the appro-
priate protective equipment when cleaning 
vehicles.” GLAA said they seized mobile phones 
and CCTV footage from the sites and several 
workers were interviewed about their working 
and living conditions. The searches were carried 
out by GLAA with officers from South Yorkshire 
Police, HMRC and Barnsley Metropolitan 
Borough Council.

In September the International Development 
Secretary Penny Mordaunt announced new 
protections for vulnerable children at risk of 
falling prey to traffickers. A UK backed project 
with UNICEF will provide up to 400,000 girls and 
boys in Ethiopia, Somalia and Sudan at risk of 
slavery with birth registration documents and 
other measures to shelter them from forced 
labour and underage marriage.

Foreign female victims of human trafficking are 
being treated as criminals and wrongly impris-
oned, according to a report by the Prison Reform 
Trust. The report, Still No Way Out, highlights 
that foreign female victims of crime are being 
threatened with deportation in contravention of 
the Modern Slavery Act 2015.

The Prison Reform Trust, an independent UK 
charity campaigning for a fair and just penal 
system, raises concerns about failures to 
ensure the non-prosecution of victims of 
trafficking and modern slavery who have been 
compelled to commit offences – as is required 
by law under section 45 of the Modern Slavery 
Act 2015. The Prison Reform Trust believes the 
Home Office and Ministry of Justice’s ‘hostile 
environment’ policy is likely to have contributed 
to the failure to correctly identify victims and 
refrain from treating them as criminals.

The report highlights that, of the 585 foreign 
national women prisoners Hibiscus Initiatives 
(which supports foreign nationals in prisons) 
assisted between February 2013 and March 
2017, only 45 were identified as victims or 
potential victims of trafficking. All of the women 
Hibiscus assisted had disclosed information 
about their exploitation.

For more news updates and information, please 
visit our website: www.medaille-trust.org.uk 

Modern Slavery in the news UK
Read all about it!

Medaille Trust is 
working tirelessly to 
combat modern 
slavery throughout 
the UK.



Tick the items you can volunteer with:
[    ] Life skills 
[    ] Personal fitness  training
[    ] Yoga class
[    ] Driver
[    ] Singing and dancing sessions
[    ] Gardening 
[    ] Employability skills
[    ] Interview skills
[    ] Job search 
[    ] Budgeting 
[    ] Cooking 
[    ] Personal hygiene
[    ] Exercise classes
[    ] Basic IT skills 
[    ] Arts & Crafts 
[    ] Support with admin
[    ] Understanding of safeguarding
[    ] Practical activity skills such as gardening, 
        cooking, life skills, budget skills 
[    ] English ESOL teaching
[    ] Languages  
[    ] Specialist hobbies
[    ] DIY skills for small jobs around the house 

To offer yourself as a volunteer
email: recruitment@medaille-trust.org.uk
and request a volunteer application form. 

Please state in your email your address so that 
you can be advised if you live in the vicinity of 
a Medaille Safe House. We have discrete 
locations around the country and we hope you 
can embark on a volunteer journey with us, 
thank you!

Here at the Medaille Trust we see our volunteers 
as the unsung heroes of the organisation.  

In our 9 safe houses there are always really 
useful tasks to be undertaken and this supports 
the work of the Modern Slavery Support 
Workers as they help our clients re-build their 
broken lives in so many practical and emotional 
ways. Top benefits of Volunteering...

• Make a difference 
Volunteering can have a real and valuable 
positive affect on people, communities and 
society in general.

• Gain confidence 
Volunteering can help you gain confidence by 
giving you the chance to try something new and 
build a real sense of achievement.

• Be part of a community   
Volunteering can help you feel part of 
something outside your friends and family.

• Take on a challenge  
Through volunteering you can challenge 
yourself to try something different, achieve 
personal goals, practice using your skills and 
discover hidden talents.

Coming Soon:
Parish & School Ambassador Roles
We will be developing a network of local 
Ambassadors who are able to form a small 
group, run a stall, have a coffee morning or 
simply be a contact person – all in their spare 
time, as a volunteer,  as a way of assisting us in 
our mission to raise awareness of Modern 
Slavery in communities.

Pre-register your interest today! 
email: comms@medaille-trust.org.uk 

Sr Imelda - President of RENATE (Religious in 
Europe Networking Against Trafficking and 
Exploitation) has been awarded Member of the 
Order of the British Empire (MBE) - Awarded for 
an outstanding achievement or service to the 
community. 

The Medaille Trust is thrilled for Sr Imelda  for 
being awarded this honour by Her Majesty 
The Queen. 

Truly deserving of Sr Imelda’s outstanding 
dedication to combatting human trafficking and 
modern slavery. We are proud to have worked 
with Sr Imelda as part of the RENATE and 
alongside the whole team at Mary Ward Loreto.

On learning of her award Sr Imelda said: 
"This is an honour which I accept on behalf of 
the Female Religious and co workers who are 
contributing, through the mission of many 
international networks such as RENATE, to 
combating modern day slavery and on behalf of 
the dedicated staff of Mary Ward Loreto in 
Albania who are passionate in this same cause. 
May this award expose even further the terrible 
crime of  human traff icking which,  as 
Pope Francis has declared, is a crime against 
humanity itself."
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Congratulations!
Sister Imelda Poole IBVM has 
been awarded an MBE for 
achievements and services to 
end modern slavery.

Local heroes: Volunteer with us
December 5th is International Volunteer Day. 

Sr Imelda pictured with Luke de Pulford, a member of 
the Medaille Trust's board of trustees and Director of 

the Arise Foundation.



For now, just a glimpse of Chapter One:

Human Trafficking and Modern 
Slavery represent two of the 
great evils prevalent in the world 
today. These evils can touch and 
irreparably damage the lives of 
people from any country, of any 
age, gender, background or 
circumstance. Some individuals, 
or groups, because of their 
vulnerability, are more at risk 
than others. Many are drawn by 
the prospect of well-paid work 
and future security...

An important new book on the subject we are most passionate about: 

“Human Trafficking and Modern Slavery: Introducing the issue
and recognising the signs”. 

Written by two experts in the field Sharon Benning-Prince (Medaille Trustee) and Mike Emberson 
(former CEO of the Medaille Trust) this very readable work contains chapters outlining what modern 
slavery and human trafficking are, what nature it takes (exploitation for labour, domestic servitude 
and  sexual abuse), who the victims and perpetrators are and how the ‘market place’ works. 

It provides valuable information on how to spot the signs and indicators of human trafficking and 
what the response of the Catholic Church and others to the issues is.  It has been written from a 
Catholic perspective and is illustrated throughout with case studies and real life examples.  It is sure 
to become the ‘go to’ first reader on the subject for those who want to know more or join the fight 
against this modern evil.  

The book is result of a partnership between Redemptorist Publications and the Medaille Trust and 
will fill a gap in the literature available on the subject.  Our latest information is that the finished work 
will be available from early January. Competitively priced at £9.95, demand is bound to be high so 
pre-order your copy by contacting enquiries@medaille-trust.org.uk 
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Coming soon... 
To a bookshop at your cathedral, a Diocesan Fundraising 
Representative near you, or direct from the Medaille Trust. 

Louise’s story...
Louise saw a good opportunity to 
start the next chapter of her life 
in Italy with her new boyfriend.

He was charming and they were very happy.  For 
around the first 10 days in Italy, life was good 
and Louise could see a great future ahead.  
Then he changed towards her. Without reason 
or explanation, he became someone she no 
longer recognised. She was forced to drink large 
amounts of alcohol and to have sexual relations 
with his friends.  Louise became so traumatised 
that everything became a blur as she tried to 
detach herself from the nightmare she found 
herself in.

Four weeks later she was brought to the UK.  In 
the UK she was sexually exploited by a different 
group of people for a further two years. Similarly 
to her time in Italy, she couldn’t leave or run 
away and as the weeks and months passed she 
thought she would never find a way out. Until 
very early one morning she was rescued by a 
police officer who attended the property in 
London where Louise had been held. 
 
The Police officer was kind and looked after 
Louise for the first 24 hours until she was taken 
to a house – A Medaille Trust safe house.  
Louise remembers the smell, “It smelt warm, 
like clean washing!” Louise also remembers 
Monika.  Monika spent lots of time with Louise 
making sure she was OK for the 79 days Louise 
lived at the house.

Louise is very thankful everyday.  She says: 
“Without the help of the Police and staff at the 
Medaille Trust, life would have been very 
different for me. I could never thank you 
enough.”



The example of Saint Josephine Bakhita, whose 
feast day is marked on 8th February each year 
gives us that chance. Josephine was sold as a 
slave several times out of her birthplace of 
Sudan into Italy. 

Her story is full of twists and turns which leads 
to her conversion to Christianity and freedom 
from slavery. In what is perhaps a reminder to 
us that attitudes can also enslave us, even 
when she had gained her formal legal freedom, 
she faced many obstacles of racism and 
exclusion- even within the Church where she 
had by now taken religious vows.

In 2019 we will also ‘take a moment’ to launch 
our ‘Look Up’ campaign in partnership with the 
Archdiocese of Birmingham in which churches 
and individuals will be encouraged to pledge to 
support the victims of Modern Slavery and work 
together towards the eradication of all its forms.

It looks set to be a wonderful joint campaign 
with activity over the next 6 years. Thank you 
Archbishop Longley and the good people in the 
heart of England!

You’re invited to the
Ecumenical Celebration of
St Bakhita Day
8th February 2019 at 6pm   

Most Revd Bernard Longley leads our service 
with guest speaker Rt Revd Dr Alistair Redfern,  
former Bishop of Derby

An engaging selection of music, performances 
and readings to help us remember the victims 
of Modern Slavery and pray for them.
An inclusive and easily accessible event to 
which everyone is welcome!

Followed by refreshments and an opportunity to 
meet some of the Medaille team and trustees.

Venue: 
St Chad’s RC Cathedral
Queensway
Birmingham
B4 6EU

Tickets and information: 
Call Richard Owens on: 0785 275 0082  or
email r.owens@medaille-trust.org.uk 

This ‘Look Up’ campaign is inspired by these words from Pope Francis 

“The problem is not in the opposite lane: 
it involves us. We are not permitted to 
look elsewhere and declare our ignorance 
or our innocence.” 
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Take a moment and Look Up! 
Each year the Medaille Trust takes one day in our busy calendar 
to ‘take a moment’ to pause and reflect on the issues of Modern 
Slavery in our world.

A Pledge to eradicate 
modern slavery 2019–25 

St Bakhita’s 
Feast Day



“...It was a brilliant experience and one I am 
honoured to have been involved in.  Not only 
was the setting probably the most beautiful 
place I have ever visited but to meet so many 
new colleagues with whom I can share contact 
details, experiences and learning with was a 
fantastic opportunity…”

“ Regarding the conference itself, I only have 
positive comments.  I think that you pitched it 
just right which created a relaxed but open 
atmosphere so that experiences and learning 
could be shared ”

“ Can I take the opportunity so say a huge thank 
you for last week’s conference. Naturally the 
setting and scenery made the experience greatly 
enhanced but I just wanted to comment on the 
conference itself. For me it was a fantastic  
opportunity to not only network but to hear 
about some of the work being undertaken by 
fellow law enforcement teams both in and 
outside of the UK. I certainly have a better under-
standing of how OCGs operate and are tackled, 
particularly overseas ”

“ The contacts I have made will no doubt prove 
to be invaluable in the future as we all know that 
Modern Slavery OCGs operate across all boundaries 
and that Police and local authority systems are 
very difficult to navigate, therefore having good 
contacts can ensure quicker and more effective 
responses to cross border enquiries ”

“ One thing I have taken away as a task to under-
take as a direct result of Magda’s presentation is 
to look at how we are continuing to support MS 
victims once they are in the NRM process. I think 
GMP in particular are very good at the initial 
response and safeguarding, but I completely 
took on board the feedback from those who 
Magda interviewed. This morning we will be 
having a mulita agency meeting here at 
Challenger to look at how we enhance our 
continued support for victims who as we now 
know can feel neglected and communicated 
poorly with by the Police ”

“ Thanks you so much for the experience, I 
personally learned a great deal and met some 
very knowledgeable and experienced 
colleagues and individuals who all are clearly 
committed to tackling this issue which affects 
the most broken and vulnerable people in our 
communities ”

In recent years the Medaille Trust has held an annual conference in Slovenia to 
further its partnership working with law enforcement agencies in the UK and 
abroad. This year the Medaille Trust’s International Criminal Justice Conference, 
the fifth of its kind, on the theme of ‘Who are the Offenders and What do We Know 
about Them?’ was held in Lake Bled, Slovenia from 10th-13th September.  

A variety of presentations were given including those entitled:
  What do Polish Organised Crime Groups look like and what are their connections to the 

    UK and the rest of Europe?
  Organised Crime Groups or just a Family Affair?
  European Organised Crime Groups operating in the UK – is national stereotyping helpful?
  When Trafficking and Kidnap Meet
  Cults and Slavery
  What role do UK Travellers play as offenders?
  What do Romanian Organised Crime Gangs look like and what are their connections to the UK 

    and the rest of Europe?
  The grooming of children for exploitation, are there ethnic dimensions?
  A Victim’s View

Slovenia ‘18
Who are the offenders and what do we know about them?

As well as these formal learning experiences 
there was sufficient time in the programme for 
informal networking and exchanges of information.  
There was even an International Volley Ball 
contest in which the Medaille Trust managed to 
maintain its unblemished five year record of 
never winning a match! We were also privileged 
to be given an escorted tour of the beautiful 
Church of Mary the Queen on Isla de Bled 
courtesy of the Parish Priest.

Feedback (opposite) from the event has been 
most encouraging and has included one police 
force reviewing its victim handling procedures, 
two pieces of difficult case work being resolved 
and a significant connection between two 
police investigations being made. Perhaps 
most importantly lasting friendships and 
professional relationships have been made. 
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Conference delegates, 
Slovenia 2018. 

Presentations at the 
conference and Garry 
‘running with purpose’ 
around Lake Bled.



For more information about the mail order 
service and AlterNativity please visit: 
www.hinckley-alternativity.org.uk 

Alternatively, you can contact: 
comms@medaille-trust.org.uk 
to donate a gift directly after the closing date.

Thank you for thinking of our guests
this Christmas.

Domestic 
Servitude: 
43 operations primarily 
tackle domestic servitude. 

Forced/
Sham Marriage: 
6 operations involve tackling 
forced or sham marriages. 

Criminal 
Exploitation: 
180 operations primarily tackle 
criminal exploitation (drug dealing/
cannabis cultivation/ fraud/money 
laundering/theft). 

Labour Exploitation: 
Labour exploitation features in 279 (31%) 
operations (as the primary exploitation) 
involving a range of sectors; the most 
frequently occurring are car washes, 
factories, food industry, construction/
manual labour, agriculture and nail bars. 

Sexual 
Exploitation: 
354 (40%) operations tackle 
sexual exploitation (as the 
primary exploitation). 

Medaille Trust at AlterNativity
Hinckley & District Churches Together are holding their annual 
Alternativity event – everyone’s welcome!

AlterNativity aims to promote a different view of Christmas giving.  
Alternativity allows customers to purchase virtual gifts for friends and relatives 
aimed at helping those in need, poverty and distress, as an alternative to giving 
gifts which are not desired or needed.  In most cases the gifts chosen will make a 
real difference to the lives of beneficiaries – and hopefully bring a smile to the 
faces of all those involved in this ‘giving triangle’.

If you have concerns about potential victims, do not confront them, instead contact:
• 999 in an emergency
• 101 to report your concern to the Police
• Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 in confidence
• Or If you would like more information about spotting the signs of Modern Slavery, or to
   discuss a potential issue in your community, please call us on 0800 06 999 16
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What is the UK doing to tackle 
the problem of modern slavery 
in the UK?
As of September 2018;
There were at least 887 live Modern Slavery police operations 
being undertaken across the UK. There were active operations 
across all policing regions. The 887 operations involved over 
1900 potential victims. 265 of the 887 operations involved 
potential victims under the age of 18 (or aged under 18 at the 
time of the crime). Most operations identified as modern slavery by 
forces involved adults. There remains a strong correlation between 
suspect and potential victim nationalities.
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Data reference: 
Modern Slavery Police Transformation Unit (MSPTU) (2018) Non-Law Enforcement Agencies monthly overview August 2018.

The Medaille Trust will be offering a virtual 
gift of a welcome pack for a male or female 
victim arriving at one of our safe houses. This 
will be a wash bag containing essential body 
care and toiletry items. 

If you live in the area then please drop in, 
otherwise there will be a mail order service 
which will run from Saturday 10th November to 
Friday 7th December. 

Saint Peter's Catholic Church
Leicester Road, Hinckley LE10 1LW



Christmas cards for sale!
This year the Medaille Trust Christmas cards are traditional in style, 
featuring the very heart of the Christmas story. 

You will find Mary and the baby Jesus on one design and a reference to the visit of the 3 Magi and the 
lyric from the popular carol on the other.

They are a perfect way to share some Christmas peace and joy – with the added reassurance that 
proceeds go to help some of the most vulnerable in our society, the men and women in our 
safe houses  this Christmas who although physically freed from slavery, need much support to heal 
the less visible wounds.  

Festive Fun
F

C

I

X

E

G

D

R

H

O

P

E

J

D

R

J

U

L

B

U

Z

N

J

K

C

B

O

N

F

G

G

P

E

A

C

E

Q

I

Z

P

Y

C

A

N

B

C

Z

D

C

P

K

L

N

G

F

Q

M

I

A

L

R

E

J

O

I

C

E

G

U

N

I

N

N

Y

E

F

Q

C

G

L

A

D

L

A

L

I

G

H

T

S

C

L

G

I

G

S

C

E

Y

H

E

S

L

C

S

H

V

R

E

S

N

L

A

S

L

L

P

U

O

E

I

A

E

Q

L

U

O

L

R

B

V

S

F

M

D

L

A

E

J

K

C

M

D

E

O

L

S

K

F

Z

D

P

T

O

P

Q

A

G

G

B

L

F

N

O

H

R

O

I

L

V

Y

P

R

K

N

C

S

A

R

Q

E

J

N

L

P

I

D

P

I

S

I

I

H

T

V

N

Y

G

Y

T

C

U

L

D

M

Q

D

T

Q

A

D

F

S

B

O

X

O

A

F

E

S

T

I

V

E

Angel
Bells
Blessed
Carols
Children
Comfort
Ding dong
Family

Festive
Glad
Greetings
Hope
Jingle
Jolly
Joyful

Lights
Miracle
Music
Peace
Rejoice
Shining
Singing
Thankful
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Only £3.50 for a pack of 10 cards
These cards are a fantastic way to support Medaille Trust and share Christmas greetings this year!

ITEM (10 cards/pack)

Star of Wonder Christmas cards £3.50

Mary and Child Christmas Cards  £3.50

Donation to cover P&P 
Suggested £1/pack, £3/multiple packs 

BANK PAYMENTS
Please email your order to: 
r.owens@medaille-trust.org.uk 

QUANTITY

CHEQUE PAYMENTS
Please make cheques payable to ‘Medaille Trust’
and post your order to: 
Richard Owens, Office 4, 106 Lord Street, Southport PR8 1LF

SUB TOTAL

£

£

£

£TOTAL
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Sam travelled in a mini bus to a farm in the UK.  
He had to sow seeds across 58 acres of land. By 
hand, he picked potatoes, carrots, parsnips as 
well as 3 acres of garlic. He did this for 6 years 
with no pay at all!

On a random farm inspection for vermin, the 
inspector saw the living conditions Sam was in 
& reported her concerns. A month after her visit, 
the police came and told Sam that they could 
help him and so took him to the police station 
where he gave a video interview. He was then 
entered into the NRM and provided with support 
and accommodation at the Medaille Trust.

Medaille staff reconnected Sam with his sisters 
in Poland and once Sam was ready we repatriated 
him back with his family.

Medaille staff are still in touch with Sam as he 
likes to phone and thank us. And we love to 
hear how well Sam is doing in his new life.

Your generous support helps us to continue our 
work with people like Sam and Louise... 

If you’d like to receive free copies of our 
magazine, or donate financially to our charitable 
work, please fill-in the form , or contact us via our 
website: www.medaille-trust.org.uk

Sam’s story...
Desperate to find work to support
himself, he met a man in Poland 
who offered him a job. He came 
to the UK in 2008.
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Please pledge your support and make a donation... 
and don’t forget to Gift Aid it, thank you!
My details (please complete in block capitals)

Title:........................................   
 
First name or initial(s):.........................................................................................................................  
 
Surname:............................................................................................................................................. 

Full home address:..............................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................................ 

................................................................................................  Postcode:...........................................

I would like to make a donation of:

£100             £50             £20             £10             Other 

Please make cheques payable to: The Medaille Trust
I do not require an acknowledgement for this donation 

Regular Giving
By completing the following section, your bank will pay us automatically. 
You can donate monthly, quarterly or annually.

Please pay to: The Medaille Trust Limited
Account No. 43966674     Sort Code: 20-25-29
Barclays Bank plc, 31 High Row Darlington, Co Durham, DL3 7QS

The sum of £........................................................................................................................................
Each Month   /   Quarter   /   Year  (please circle)
Until further notice and debit my account

Acc No:................................................................................................................................................

Sort Code:............................................................................................................................................

Starting on:..........................................................................................................................................

Signature:............................................................................................................................................

Date:....................................................................................................................................................

To the Manager (Bank name and address)

............................................................................................................................................................ 

.................................................................................................  Postcode...........................................

FURTHER INFORMATION (please tick if:)
You’d like to receive free copies of our Magazine (3 issues a year)

You’d like information about leaving a legacy to Medaille Trust in your Will 

You’d like to be removed from our mailing list 

Alternatively you can donate online at:  www.medaille-trust.org.uk



Save the date!  Upcoming events in 2019 
• Racial Justice Day: 17th January • Pax Christi - Peace Sunday: 20th January• Day for Victims of Human Trafficking: 8th February 

• Women's World Day of Prayer: 1st March • Lent: From 6th March – 18th April

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay for the current tax year. Your address 
is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer.

In order to Gift Aid your donation you must tick this box:

I want to Gift Aid my donation of £.......................................... and any donations I make in 
the future or have made in the past 4 years to:
Name of Charity: Medaille Trust

I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and / or Capital Gains Tax 
than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility 
to pay any difference.

My details (please complete in block capitals)
 
Title:........................................   
 
First name or initial(s):...............................................................................................................  
 
Surname:................................................................................................................................... 

Full home address:....................................................................................................................

.................................................................................................................................................. 
 
......................................................................................  Postcode:...........................................

Signature:..................................................................................................................................

Date:..........................................................................................................................................   

Please notify the charity if you:
• want to cancel this declaration
• change your name or home address
• no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains

If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate and want to receive the additional tax 
relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-Assessment tax 
return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.

Please detach this form and post to: 
Medaille Trust, Cathedral Centre, 3 Ford Street, Salford M3 6DP

Thank you for your kind donations and continued support. 
Please know that every £ makes a difference!
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The last word – ‘thank you’ for your generosity!
We have so many people and organisations to thank – here are just a few.  Without each and every 
generous contribution we simply could not be making a real difference to so many lives.  

The Sisters of the Poor Child Jesus 
  
Sisters of La Retraite  
  
Faithfull Companions of Jesus 
  
Olivetan Sisters of Turvey Abbey 
  
The Divine Motherhood of Mary  
  
Marist Convent  
  
Cross and Passion Convent 
  
Daughters of the Cross 
  
Comic Relief  
  
Society of the Sacred Heart

St Chrysostom’s Church 

The Clewer Trust 

Petra Kelly from PMP agency 

Little Company of Mary Generalate 
  
Poor Clares  
  
Carol Craine  
 
Tom Smith

RENATE

Dr Linnet

John Slater Foundation

Kerry Snell

Sheila Eade

And many, many more to thank!

Jo Taylor of JTD training 
  
The Jesuits  

Sisters of Notre Dame  
  
Sisters of Evron  
  
Sisters of Marie Auxiliatrice 
 
The Nationwide Building Society 
  
The Congregation of Jesus 
  
St Wilfred's Catholic School 
  
Daughters of the Holy Ghost 
  
Sisters of St Joseph  
  
Order of Servite Friars

Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa

Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ



Medaille Trust, Cathedral Centre, 3 Ford Street, Salford M3 6DP
enquiries@medaille-trust.org.uk  medaille-trust.org.uk

Medaille Trust is a registered charity number: 1117830

Medaille Trust is a member of Renate, COATNET, Your Catholic Legacy, CSAN.

Chair of Trustees: Brother Francis Patterson
Patrons: Baroness Cox & Rupert Everett 
Life President: Sr Ann Teresa 
Editor: Charlotte Grainger  c.grainger@medaille-trust.org.uk 

Connect with us @medailletrust


